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After active 
participation 
in this 
session, the 
learner will:

➢ Identify sources of free open 

educational resources for use in 

courses.

➢ Explore a variety of free technology 

teaching tools.

➢ Handout available at 

➢ http://nursescholarcafe.com/OER-

Open-Educational-Resources.php

http://nursescholarcafe.com/OER-Open-Educational-Resources.php


Free?   

Too Good 
to be 
True?

Some programs offer a free limited 
account

Beware when you are asked for your 
credit card

For a paid account you will have more 
bells and whistles

We recommend using the free 
accounts—Look for the Educator 
Accounts



Open 

Educational

Resources

Open Educational Resources are 

free, open

and used for teaching and learning 

Public domain

Multiple file formats/mediums  

available

(Hewlett Foundation, 2018)

Raise your hand if you 

have used OER in your 

courses



Question
?

Raise your hand if you use a 
textbook in your courses



Question

?

Raise your hand if you 
use a print form of a 
textbook in your courses



Allen and Seaman (2016) Research 

Summary

➢ 98% of faculty require a textbook or 

some other type of material in their 

courses

➢ 69% of textbooks are in print form per 

faculty report

OER in 

United 

States 

Higher 

Education



Allen and Seaman (2016) Research 

Summary

➢ 6.6% of faculty report they are Very 

Aware of OER

➢ 19% of faculty report they are Aware 

of OER

Higher 

Education 

Awareness 

of OER



?
Type in the chat/comment 
box:  What is a barrier for 
you to use OER in your 
courses?

Question



Barriers to 
Adoption 
of OER

Allen and Seaman (2016) 

Research Summary

➢ Lack of materials in my 

discipline (49%)

➢ Lack time and experience in 

searching for OER



MERLOT II MERLOT II : 

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.ht

m

Originated in 1997

California State University

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm


MERLOT II





Open Textbooks and OER at U of M:  
https://www.lib.umn.edu/elearning/part
nership/opentools

Open Textbook Library at U of M:  
http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/

University 

of 

Minnesota

https://www.lib.umn.edu/elearning/partnership/opentools
http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/


OER Commons at 

https://www.oercommons.org/

https://www.oercommons.org/


Search 
Results





MIT at
https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/online
-textbooks/

MIT OER

https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/online-textbooks/


OER Big List at University of 
Pittsburgh at 
http://pitt.libguides.com/openeduc
ation/biglist

OER Big 

List

http://pitt.libguides.com/openeducation/biglist


Open Stax at https://cnx.org/

Open Stax

https://cnx.org/


Educause
Educause at
https://library.educause.edu/

https://library.educause.edu/


Smarthistory at 
https://smarthistory.org/tag/browse-
images/

Smarthistory

https://smarthistory.org/tag/browse-images/


Islandora

https://www.mnpals.org/servi
ces/islandora/

https://www.mnpals.org/services/islandora/


http://questgarden.com/
Copyright 

friendly 

multimedia 

source



Quest
Garden





Piktochart

https://piktochart.com/



Animoto

https://animoto.com/
education/classroom 



Screen-
cast-o-
matic

https://screencast-o-
matic.com



Storybird

https://storybird.com/



Questions?

Creative commons question mark image from 
http://the-smiling-
pony.deviantart.com/art/Question-marks-cutie-
mark-261946101

http://the-smiling-pony.deviantart.com/art/Question-marks-cutie-mark-261946101
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